
Realising New Energy Potential

Better Deals and No Compromises

A specialist service helping rural practice firms  

earn windfall revenues and remain independent

Solar Farms ?



Realising New Energy Potential

It is no surprise that large-scale renewables work, such as solar 
farms, delivering professional fees and developers’ incentives is 
popular with land agents, whose landowners can earn in the region 
of £1,000 per acre for 25+ years. 

However, whilst some agents have cultivated developer tie-ins, many 
more are cautious of the hazards inherent in any sole-developer 
monopoly, and most would be uncomfortable compromising their 
independence and objectivity, whilst ostensibly acting for their client.   

| GRID IS KING
The defining factor affecting solar farm development in today’s 
marketplace is the ferocious competition for a finite and ever-
decreasing grid capacity. Gaining permission to connect to the 
national grid ahead of other local landowners is, therefore, 
fundamental to success.

| THE AGENT’S DILEMMA
Grid connection permissions traditionally rest with the developer. 
There is, therefore, a fear amongst agents of being manipulated.  
They find themselves faced with the following dilemma:

• Have an exclusive tie-in with one developer?  
This runs the risk of the developer dropping sites 
in favor of competing landowners, or ransoming 
their grid connection offer. This leaves an agent’s 
client in a weak negotiating position – turning 
down the deal will lose the landowner their place 
in the queue for grid and sacrifice the developer’s 
commission payment to the firm. 

• Approach multiple developers to engender 
competition? The agent remains independent 
and objective but the firm sacrifices developer 
commissions.  This also takes valuable time, 
during which a neighboring landowner can lock-
up any remaining grid capacity.

| CATCH-22
The typical result is either inertia and missed opportunities for  
landowners and land agents alike, or landowners being at the  
mercy of a single developer, with variable results.

THE PROBLEM
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Being somewhat cynical about 
the viability of solar energy 
and having heard various 
horror stories about being 
used as a stalking horse by 
the solar farm developers 
and the cost of obtaining grid 
connection, I was keen to 
find good, impartial advice 
before committing the 
Estate to any discussions on 
the matter. Hugh certainly 
explained the whole process 
clearly and offers a sensible, 
risk free approach to this 
complex opportunity. I would 
therefore have no hesitation 
to recommending Energy 
Assets to any other estate 
considering a foray into field 
scale solar energy. 

“

Nick Brown MA, MRICS, FAAV
Resident Agent –Thoresby Estate

Power distributor, SSE, 
has had up to 19 landowners 
queuing for a single grid 
connection opportunity.

� DID YOU KNOW?
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Energy Assets has created a unique solution to address the 
problems brought about by developers of varying credibility 
competing for dwindling grid connection opportunities. If our initial 
feasibility studies are positive, we can move very quickly to protect 
the interests of both the landowner and land agent. 

| STEP 1
Energy Assets can prepare and submit the grid application to the 
relevant DNO (Distribution Network Operator) within 24 hours of 
receiving authority from the landowner. 

| WHY?
DNOs are duty-bound to deal with applications in order, so 
submitting quickly will secure the Landowner’s place in the  
grid queue without having to commit to one developer.

| STEP 2
During the 90 days taken by the DNO to issue a formal offer, 
Energy Assets invites indicative offers from at least two highly 
credible, pre-qualified developers, one of which is then chosen  
to take forward into option negotiations. 

Energy Assets’ bespoke legal framework goes on to further 
protect the landowner’s interests by retaining the grid connection 
agreement until an option has been agreed.

| WHY?
This ensures that lease terms offered are competitive in the 
marketplace.  Having a second choice of developer to revert to 
should option negotiations falter allows the agent to negotiate 
from a position of strength without the risk of a grid offer being 
“ransomed”.

| WINDFALL REVENUES
Under the Energy Assets model, a scheme is more likely to be 
developed to completion and on better terms for the landowner 
than might otherwise have been achieved.  Furthermore, 
Energy Assets pays significant windfall revenues to the agent 
on successful completion of the scheme – without the agent 
compromising their independence.

THE SOLUTION
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Within the opening weeks of 
our partnership with Energy 
Assets their experience, 
strategic thinking and tactical 
insight has been invaluable 
for clients and so we are keen 
to press forward with their 
involvement.   

“
Giles Wheeler-Bennett MRICS, FAAV
Rural Practice Managing Director
Hampshire

Western Power Distribution 
received in excess of 
300 applications for grid 
connections at 33kV and 132kV 
in March 2014 alone.

� DID YOU KNOW?

The thoroughness and 
transparency of the Energy 
Assets approach set them 
apart from the crowd. Very 
confidence inspiring.   

“
Richard Matthews
Landowner
Oxfordshire
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The Energy Assets team is the specialist, large-scale 
renewables arm of the EnergyMyWay Group.

| ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE

Our highly qualified engineering department, headed up 
by Graham Taylor, has an intimate understanding of grid 
application procedures and regulations, and has built  
long-established relationships with the grid operators’ own 
network planners.  Graham’s team has completed over 
250MW of successful solar farm grid applications and over 
150MW of designs and planning packs.

| RELEVANT SKILLS AND  EXPERIENCE

Lucy Taylor qualified as a land agent in 1996 and has 
experience in traditional estate management, as well as 
telecoms development, property investment and renewables.  
The Energy Assets team was closely involved from the outset 
in the 40MW Wroughton Airfield solar farm scheme, which 
was granted planning permission by Swindon Borough 
Council in December 2013.  

| BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Hugh Taylor has a degree in agriculture and countryside 
management.  Over the past 4 years, he has built-up strong 
working relationships with a number of experienced and 
well-funded developers with proven track records.  Energy 
Assets only deals with developers who have the very best 
chance of progressing projects through planning and funding 
to successful completion.

This knowledge and expertise is supplemented by Energy 
Assets’ wider pool of industry advisors, with a combined 
experience of over 1GW of relevant surveying, planning, 
and legal advice.

WHY ENERGY ASSETS? Expensive?

The Energy Assets service comes at no cost  
to agents or their clients. Our revenues, from 
the sale of any viable grid offer, are realised 
only when a landowner enters into a lease 
with a developer.  Our success is therefore 
intrinsically linked to the success of your 
clients’ schemes.

Our feasibility studies consider all the proven 
renewables technologies to allow a landowner to 
make the most of any available grid capacity and 
site-specific attributes.  The revenue generation 
potential of a site may not be best met by solar.  
The Energy Assets team can assess which 
technology will be most appropriate and provide 
the right solution.

If any of your clients have been approached by 
a developer, you need to act fast to protect their 
interests.  Please contact Hugh Taylor  
in confidence on  07979 647294 
or hugh.taylor@energymyway.co.uk
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Is solar the best option?

Energy Assets is part of the wider EnergyMyWay Group.  

EnergyMyWay operates 21 offices nationwide offering 
independent, expert renewable energy advice and 
installation at the commercial scale including PV, wind, 
ground/air source heat and biomass.

Lucy Taylor MRICS, 
Operations  

Energy Assets

Hugh Taylor, 
Director 

Energy Assets
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Approached by developers?

Clients with potential?
We can rapidly identify where grid capacity and 
planning potential coincide.  Please contact 
Lucy Taylor for an initial feasibility study without 
charge or obligation on 07712 612153 
or lucy.taylor@energymyway.co.uk


